WHAT THEN DO WE DEFEND?
chaos of the South American revolutions against the
Spanish power the isthmus of Panama happened to
fall within her territory, is therefore entitled to hold
up the building of the Panama Canal, or a small
Arabian tribe to endanger the Suez Canal, and that
no great Power or Powers must trespass on the sanctity
of their nationality, is to part company with the world
of reality.
If we are to say that the outside world has no rights
in China; the British none whatever in India (where
they have been much longer than the Americans have
been in California or Texas), where is one to stop?
Must North America be evacuated in favour of the
Red Indians? To talk in terms of nationalist abso-
lutes lands us in phantasy.
It is true, of course, that when the great state does
assert itself, as in the case of Panama or the Suez
Canal, it is often by bullying and chicane. But it does
not solve the problem, nor prevent similar bullying
and chicane in the future, to suggest as the only alter-
native that Britain can sacrifice her trade, and the
world's ships continue to go round the Horn or the
Cape.
The true method is not to deny the right of the
powerful state but to extend the right to others, to the
weak; to see that the same protections and securities
accorded to British and Americans are accorded also
to Indians or Egyptians or Arabians or Colombians,
and the same limitations impartially imposed. If the
means by which certain definite millions obtain food